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miah : at the very criſis of his country's fate &; becauſe I 


JEREMI AH. XVID. 7 ro. 


A. ddr inſtant I ſpall eek concerning « a nation, and « con- 
cerning a ee, to pluck up, and to pull down and to 
deſtroy it ; if that nation, againſt whom I have pro- 
nounced, turn from their evil, T will repent of the evil, 
that T thought to do unto. them. And at what inſtant I 
ball ſpeak. concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, 

to build and to plant it; if it do evil in my ſight, that it 


obey not my voice, then I will repent of the 800d wherewith 
1 ſaid I would wee them. 


HAVE. chaſn to diſcourſe this day on theſe memorable 
words of God himſelf, revealed to the Prophet Jere- 


think 


* A.M. 3375=3417- Carpꝛov. Introd. P. III. p. 148. 
Ogio EN. in Jerem. hom. xvili. p. 168. applies the firſt member 
of the text to the Jewiſh church, the ſecond to the Chriſtian. He 
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think them deſcriptive of that merciful ſuſpence and con- 
ditional conduct, which ſeem to characterize the ways of 
Divine Providence at this tinie towards this nation. The 
text is undoubtedly expreſſive of that general law, by 
which God governs all nations; that law, by which he 
annexes public happineſs to public virtue, and humiliates 
a ſinful people by every ſpecies of correction, which may 
lead them to . 


＋ 


We are, at this inſtant, as a people, in a ſituation very : 
ſingular and critical : on the one part, inyolved in a com- 
plicated ſcene of difficulties; on the other, favoured with 
hopes of fucceſsfully terminating the unhappy conteſt 
with our rebellious colonies. On both parts, our hopes 
and fears are held in ſo even a balance by the hand of 

the Almighty; that the Divine Goodneſs, agreeable to 
the declaration of his Prophet, ſeems to ſuffer itſelf to be 
determined both in its judgments and mercies by our na- 
tional conduct at and after this intereſting period. Never 
was there a time, when the nation was in a more awful 
ſuſpence, both with regard to the event of our inteſtine 
diſcord, and the apprehenſion of foreign war. The 
rebellion may be ſoon ſuppreſſed, the alarm from our an- 
cient enemies may be ſoon diffipated ; ſhould our con- 
duct, as a religious and chriſtian nation, be worthy of ſo 
great mercies. But ſhould our iniquities be perſiſted in, 


elegantly illuſtrates the anthropopathy, „ will repent.” Ora Fanexnla 
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6 
and ſhould we revolt more and more ; there ſeems abun- 


dant reaſon to JUNE our SPP chenſion of the moſt ſignal 
calamities. 


On the preſent intereſting ſolemnity, I do not ſuppoſe 
that we are called upon to diſcuſs a number of political 
ſpeculations, except only as they are immediately con- 
nected with the great duty of our humiliation and repen- 
tance. The rebellion in America, and the civil war 
which has raged in our colonies for two campaigns, can- 
not, by any thinking mind, be reſolved merely into po- 
litical cauſes. The real or ſuppoſed grievances, that 
might affect the liberty or property of the Americans, 
were not at all proportioned to ſuch an effect, as the revolt 
of thirteen provinces, united in a rebellious aſſociation to 
aſſert an independency and eſtabliſh a republic. Such an 
aſtoniſhing enterprize can be reſolved into nothing leſs, 

than the vindictive providence of God, Juſtly chaſtifing a 
corrupted nation, both in its ſeat of empire, and in its 
diſtant dependencies. If then we would know the real 
cauſes of our public evils ; we muſt attentively weigh the 
national enormities of both countries. Perhaps, I can 
form ſuch an eſtimate of our national character both at 
home and abroad, with the more exactneſs and impar- 
tiality ; as my life and my connections have been almoſt 
equally divided between them both: and I may appeal to 
the Searcher of all hearts, to atteſt that ardent charity, 
with which J wiſh theſe countries, both politically united, 
and religiouſly reformed. It were indeed to be earneſtly 
wiſhed, that our re- union might ſoon take place; ; and 
our reformation attend and follow it. But as it ſeems to 
B 2 be 
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-be the will of Heaven, that our reformation muſt be the 


firſt ſtep towards our national felicity : give me leave to 


detain you principally on that topic ; and to confine my 


charge to no imaginary cenſures, but to that too real 


guiltineſs, which draws down the Divine diſpleaſure on {0 
many individuals, and « on the PR at large. 


Al national cliflive and invecülve are Wandel in an 
ignorance of human nature and ſociety; which in all 
countries, is made up of the ſame conſtituent parts: the 


love of liberty, and purſuit of intereſt; warm reſentment 


of infringements on either; and a lively gratitude for pro- 


tection and benefits. Theſe are the prevailing features 


of Humanity 1 in all ages and countris : and the only alter- 
native in the government of human ſociety, is either 
brutal force too powerfuFto be reſiſted, or the ſtill more 
powerful charm of perſuaſion, the effect of wiſe laws and 


a benign adminiſtration. To ſet mankind either at va- 


riance or agreement, nothing is more effectual than an 
ill or good opinion expreſſed in our general conduct. 


It ſeems to my apprehenſion, that our public manners 
in both countries have been principally influenced by our 


commercial character. Europe hath for above a century 


paſt been greatly enriched by commerce and poliſhed by 
arts; ſo that whoever compares the preſent age with the 
Jaſt, will diſcern an almoſt total change to have taken 

place in the manners, cuſtoms, and government. of 


Chriſtendom : a change, principally to- be aſcribed to an 
extended commerce : perhaps ſo greatly extended 
means of thoſe colonies 1 in North America, which the laſt 


glorious. 
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glorious war and advantageous peace, threw entirely un: 

der the dominion of Great Britain. The public evils that 
have ariſen ſince this great acceſſion of dominion are. 
merely adventitious, and to be aſſigned to other cauſes, 
than to the proſperity of the colonies, when freed from a 
rival and an enemy. Thoſe who are perſonally ac- 
quainted with thoſe countries, know, that the ſpirit of 
diſaffection which has. appeared ſo general, is a recent 
and unnatural ferment ; the cauſe of which, when wiſely 
removed, reſtored. the whole continent to tranquillity. 
and loyalty. The true cauſe of our preſent confuſions 
lies remoter from common view; and certainly originates. 
from the ſtate of national manners throughout the empire, 
as influenced by our commer ce. — 


Commerce, 


* The manners of the Colonies, by a particular conjuattute, ſeemed 
to be combined out of the manners of England and the ſtate of their 
gwn commerce: a love of pleaſure, which though ſhort of Engliſh: ” 
luxury, yet aroſe from a ſtudied imitation : a ſtate of commerce not ſo 
advanced as to produce either exceſſive opulence or ſpeculative irre- 
ligion; yet ſo engroſſing their paſſions and purſuits as to have produced. 
indifference in religion, and alarming ſymptoms of infidelity. From the 
reſtrictions on their trade the American commerce had gone for ſome 
years paſt in an illicit channel; and a ſyſtem of contraband trade had 
well nigh relaxed the principles of moral probity and political duty, 
ſtill farther weakened by crude and popular ſpeculations on the prin- : 
ciples of civil hy aq 

I might perhaps be miſtaken in my opinion of the commercial cha- 
racter of the Colonies before the preſent rebellion ; but it is perfectly 
agreeable to the declaration- of a great Miniſter of State, publiſhed. 
throughout the American provinces ; during the late war. He termed 
* * an illegal and moſt pernicious trade, carried on by the King's ſub- 

jects in. North America to the French iflands and ſettlements ; ; by 


4 Which 


[-- 1 ) 

Commerce, in its firſt ſtage, of providing ſimple ne- 
ceſſaries for ſociety, is a moſt effectual means of recovering 
2 nation from brutality and barbariſm. In its ſecond 
ſtage, or ſtate of higher improvement, it is alſo highly 
beneficial to a people, by promoting benevolence from a 
combination of intereſts ; learning and arts by a commu- 
nication of, ideas and emulation of excellence; and 

religion itſelf, by a.commercial intercourſe between chriſ- 
tian and heathen nations. And this perhaps was in part 

the intention of that prophecy ; ; * Many ſhall run to and 
fro, and knowledge ſhall be increaſed.“ Dan. xii. 4. 


The higheſt ſtage of commerce differs from that which 
precedes it, chiefly in adding to the conveniences of life 
the gratification of its fantaſtic deſires and imaginary 
wants. Hence, when private wealth by means of an ex- 
tended commerce becomes exceſſive, the opulent firſt, 
and then the nation itſelf, naturally ſink into luxury: or 
into that abuſe of the pleaſures and ornaments of life, 
which makes them deſtructive of private virtue. The 


© which the enemy, to the great reproach and detriment of government, 
« were ſupplied with proviſions and neceflaries, and were enabled to ſuſtain 
5 and protract that long and expenſive war.“ Theſe were termed © fla- 

_ © gitious practices,“ the trade itſelf © dangerous and  ignominious,” and 
methods were recommended of detecting and puniſhing the dealers 
in that iniquitous intercourſe,” 

| Mr. Prrr's circular Letter of Aug. 23, 1763. 

Whenever the happy period ſhall arrive, in which the abuſes o the 
Colony-governments ſhall be redreſſed; it will be worthy the attention 
of a wiſe legiſlature to relax the reſtrictions and duties on their com- 
merce, and rigorouſly to execute the laws againſt a contraband trade, 


which, wherever it prevails, ſubverts every principle of juſtice, honour, 
and allegiance. 


next 


. | 
next effect of ruf 1 is vice of all kinds. For, as it vi- 
tiates the mind by exceſs, and inflames the apperites both 
of ſenſe and pride; morality 1 is but a feeble barrier againſt 


its fatal inroads. 


Luxury and Lucre are the natural parents of Irreligion. 
The mind, which is attached only to ſordid profit and per- 
ſonal indulgence, excludes every liberal and noble ſenti- 
ment. And when profit is not only ſordid but unjuſt, it is 
for its intereſt to exclude, if it can, the liberal and noble 
ſentiments of religion. While wealth is thus accumulat- 
ing, and not actually poſſeſſed; avarice and gain give the 
mind too full employment, to amuſe itſelf with the idle 
ſophiſms of irreligion. Commerce, in a fraudulent or op- 
preſſive courſe, acquieſces in the religion of the age and 
country, takes it as it finds it, and is extremely indif- 
ferent about it; regarding. little more than its external 
forms; and ſacrificing even that decorum to buſineſs and 
to pleaſure. But a fraudulent and oppreſſive commerce, 
if ſucceſsful for any length of time, when it produces 
ſufficient opulence to make men idle, will turn their 
indifference into irreligion, and put them on inventing 
theories that ſhall ſuit their practice. Thus luxury has 
produced i in England that characteriſtic of our times, an 
IMMORAL DEISM. 


| When we read the adinirable deſcription which the pro- 
phet Ezekiel hath given us of the commerce of the Ty- 
rians, the greateſt traders of antiquity 3 it ſeems a deſcrip- 
tion of the Britſh empire. Ch. xxvii. 3. O thou that art 


ſituate at the entry of che ſea, which art a merchant of 
* the. 


(120 
the people for many iſles - thou haſt ſaid, I am of per- 
: | fect beauty. 25. Thou waſt repleniſhed, and made 
very glorious in the midſt of the ſeas. 33. When thy 
< wares went forth out of the ſeas, thou "ElledR many 
people. xxviii. 5. By thy great wiſdom [policy] and 
: by thy traffick, thou haſt increaſed thy riches. 16. By 
* the multitude of thy merchandize they have filled the 
* midſt of thee with vioLENCE, and thou haſt ſinned. ” ; 
Thou haſt defiled thy $aNCTUARIEsS, by the multitude 
© of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick. The 
prophet repreſents to us a trading. people, whoſe whole 
attention is bent on gain; who, in their haſte to become 
rich, conduct their commerce with fraud and violence; 
and whoſe injuſtice in ſupplying the fuel of luxury, in- 
duces an indifference and contempt of religion. Thine 
heart was /ifted up, becauſe of thy beauty; thou haſt 
corrupted thy wiſdom by reaſon of thy brightneſs. Thou 
haſt defiled thy ſan@uaries by the multitude of thine 
iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick.“ Thus, in- 
juſtice, luxury, and irreligion characterize a trading na- 
tion, who, with the addition of a fertile foil, a mild cli- 
mate, and unparalleled licentiouſneſs, the abuſe of civil 
liberty, verify another portrait of the ſame prophet : 
70 „ fullneſs of bread, and abundance of idleneſs was 
in her.“ xvi. 49+ 


2 * 


Our modern · ſpirited theoriſts pretend, that no harm, 
and much good, reſult to the community from what mo- 
raliſts and divines are pleaſed to ſtigmatize with the name 
of luxury. But a proper definition of the term will both 
explain my meaning, and Juſtify my inferences from it. 
Luxury 


F 


Luxury then, is that indulgence of whatever kind, both 

of expence and pleaſure, which is hurtful to the health, 

fortune, vue, and religion of private perſons, or of the 

public: Or, in more correct expreſſion, Luxury is the 
uſing the gifts of Providence to the injury of the uſer, 
either in his perſon or fortune; or to the injury of any 

© other, towards whom the uſer ſtands in any relation 
which obliges him to aid and aſfliſtance.” * The ſtate of 

our national manners, flagitious and corrupted as they 
are, induces a violation of eyery branch of duty ; in the 
defect of perſonal moderation, of ſocial Wee of natural 
piety and religious faith. 


The a aim of the — of England of all orders 
is Selfiſh Indulgence, Men of every rank aſpire to a 
greater degree of indolence, eaſe, and voluptuouſneſs, of 
expence and ſplendour and diſtinction in the world, than 
is conſiſtent with private virtue or the public good. Every 
one obſerves that rage of pleaſurable gratification, which 
all condemn in others under the name of diſſipation ; _ 
and which moſt men practiſe, as far as is in their power, 
to ſuch a degree, that the whole aim and object of moſt 

of the buſineſs of life is to attain to its immoderate plea- 
ſures and immoral indulgences. The rich almoſt gene- 
rally avow the very maxim which the Goſpel ſo pointed- 
ly condemns. Soul, thou haſt much goods laid up for 
many years: take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry.“ 

Luke xii. 19. In the leſs opulent ranks, pleaſures thus 
intemperately purſued, are inconſiſtent wich the lawful 


* Biſhop of Gloyeitine, D. L. Book 1. F. 6. p. 133. 
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gains of mens private ſtations and buſineſs ; whoſe pro- 


fits, though equal to a modeſt ſubſiſtence, are unequal to 
a lazy and pleaſurable courſe of vain and unmoral in- 
dulgence. Hence, the unprincipled voluptuary has re- 
courſe to injullice, in order to ſupply the demands of 
luxury. And this injuſtice is grown ſo common and ſo 
ſyſtematical in moſt mens aFairs, as to have induced a 


national character made up of cruelty, oppreſſion, fraud, 

and corruption. Perhaps the boaſted humanity of this 
nation may reject with diſdain the firſt of theſe imputa- 
tions. But ſurvey for a moment thoſe ſhametvl triumphs 


over unwarlike and defenceleſs nations, which have pour- 
ed into the laps of individuals the wealth of India. In 
thoſe countries, whither our avarice hath driven us to 
plunder and deſtroy the harmleſs natives, our cruelty has 


fixed fo deep a ſtain on the Engliſh name, as perhaps 
cannot be expiated, while the treaſures of wickedneſs 


are in the houſe of the wicked,” As the rich are full 


« of violence.“ Mic. vi. ro, 12 At home, how fla- 


* My cenſure on our Indian deprediations i is not . to excite an 


odium againſt individuals, who have been enriched by that commerce: 


but to turn the attention of thoſe individuals, to employ their public in- 
fluence at home, in preventing every enormity of Private perſons con- 


nected with their ſervice abroad. 
In ſpeaking of an exceſſive and illicit commerce, as the leading 
ale of the embarraſſed ſituation and moral diſorders of Great Britain 


and her Colonies, I do not mean to exclude other ſecondary caules, 


which take their rife from the powerful influence of commerce: ſuch as, 
the depreciation of the value of money, the advanced rents of land, the 
conſequent high price of the neceſſaries of life; all which are diſtreſſing 
to thoſe who are ſolicitous, not for the greatneſs and ſplendour, but for 
the mere ſubſiſtence and ſafety of their families. 


grant 
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grant is the oppreſſion of ſuch as cannot right themſelves, 
and who are obhged to depend on the good faith of indi- 
viduals, or to be born down by numbers united in de- 
fiance of equity? Fraud and extortion were never more 
practiſed 1 in the exorbitant profits of trade and buſineſs : 


which is grown ſo corrupt, ſo lawleſs, and iniquitous, as 

.to derive its chief emolument from a defiance of the laws 
in defrauding the revenue; and from combinations to 
render the neceſſaries and conveniences of life ſcarce at- 
tainable. 


But perhaps RAN national engl chat more than any other 


of a political kind, has induced our preſent calamities, is 
our avowed corruption. For near a century paſt, from 
this cauſe only, the whole ſtrength and treaſure of the 
nation, though incredibly augmented by its commerce, 
has not been ſufficient for its ordinary expenditure : while, 


at the ſame time, an univerſal ſpirit of rapacity and plun- 
der, a ſyſtem of pecuniary influence, and a civil war 


whoſe effects will perhaps be felt for an age to come have 


all increaſed the diſorder of the public finance. A diſ- 
order, which originally led ſome ſhort- ſighted ſtateſmen, 


of good intentions, now removed by death from this trou- 
bled ſcene of worldly politics, to form the fatal ſcheme of 
raiſing a revenue, where it neither could nor ought to be 


had: and of working up the minds of the coloniſts into 


ſach a ferment, as to have produced events unexampled 


in the hiſtory of mankind. 


But the worſt of our national evils is ſtill behind. A 


nation plunged in luxury, injuſtice, and corruption, 


1 | muſt 


nn 
L 7 0 
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muſt be of courſe an irreligious nation. Religion, if it 
does not prevent or remedy theſe exceſſes, is itſelf their 
victim. No man loves to feel within his own breaſt a re- 
proachful monitor. If conſcience, ever wakeful in our 
hearts, condemns -our conduct; the only alternative 1s, 
either to amend our conduct, or diſcard our monitor. 
Manners are ſo much at variance with Religion, that they 
who will be rich, and ſplendid, and faſhionable, have no 
other way of gratifying their paſſion for the pride and 
pomp of life, than by diſcarding their religious prin-- 
ciples *. Generally ſpeaking, the beſt principled among us, 
are thoſe of ſcanty and moderate incomes. To ſuch, the 
pure religion of the goſpel is both a comfort and direc- 
tion. But men of a certain degree of opulence, either 
diſcard chriſtianity, or hold it in ſuch light eſteem, as is 
inſulting to its divine authority. More or leſs wealth in 
men's circumſtances cannot indeed at all affect the truth 
or evidence of revealed religion. But, that wealth, which 
furniſhes the gratifications of luxury, too generally leads 
men who are converſant with the world, to diſcard thoſe 


* With reſpe& to religious belief, all, except atheiſts, muſt have 
ſome faith, either divine or human: and a wife man's faith will be de- 
_ termined by the ſuperior excellence and evidence of the ſyſtem he adopts. 
And, conſidering the difficulties common to all religious knowledge, as 
reſting on the evidence of things unſeen and paſt and future: the very 
utility of the Goſpel evinces its truth, and the preference due to it above 
the religion of nature. Shall one leave the ſnow of Lebanon for the 
rock of the field? ſhall the cool flowing ſtreams be left for ſtrange 
waters?“ Jerem. xviii. 14. According to this reading of the Hebrew 
text, Ha-jagnazob, mi-tzur ſaddai, ſheleg Lebanon? im-jinatheſhu, le- 
majim zarim, karim nozelim ? le before majim may be elliptical ; but 
this verſion reſtores the truth and elegance of the text, 


* reſtraints 


( 19 
reſtraints of religion, which condemn their conduct. 
But ſurely, if the chriſtian religion be the work and the will 
of Gop, and be atteſted as evidently by its utility and ex- 
cellence, as by miracles and prophecies: God muſt . 
© avenge the quarrel of his covenant,” Lev. xxvi. 2 5. and : 
be incenſed at thoſe flights which are ſhewn to chriſtianity 
by the great and politic—at the aſſaults againſt it by the 
learned and eloquent—at the perverſion of it by the nu- 
merous heretical novelties which abound among us—at _ 
the neglect of its inſtitutions, and the inconſiſtency of al- 
moſt all mens lives with its pure faith and unſpotted pre- 
cepts. Theſe abuſes of his beſt gift muſt of neceſlity be 
highly diſpleaſing to its divine author, our Saviour and our 
Fudge, our Lawgiver and our King. Iſai. Xxxxiii. 22.1 
have no doubt in my own mind, that all our political 
confuſions originate from this bitter ſource, of contumacy | 
againſt the religion and government of Chriſt ; who in all 
ages demonſtrates the truth of his religion and efficacy of 
his regal power, by giving proſperity to religious and 
chriſtian nations, and by confounding all human policy 
independent on and oppoſite to the divine. Be wiſe now 
therefore, O ye kings : be inſtructed, ye judges of the earth. 
Kiſs the So, leſt he be angry, and ſo ye periſh from the right 
way. Yet while 1 thus ſeriouſly urge this ſcripture- truth, 
it would be injuſtice, it would be diſloyalty, not to re- 
mark with religious gratitude, one of the moſt favourable 
ſymptoms of our time and nation, the perſonal virtues of . 
the King and Royal Family, and their profeſſed and exem- 
plary /ubjetion to the goſpel of CHRIST. 2 Cor. ix. I 3. 


* 


1 
My exhortation to repentance, and to a publie and 
perſonal reformation ſhall flow immediately from the 
charge I have advanced againſt our national luxury, in- 
juſtice, and irreligion. Emendation in each of theſe, if 
univerſal, would in the nature of things reſtore the glory 
and felicity of this extenſive empire: and be the happy 
omen of that union of all its parts, which is the moſt. 
deſirable of all political bleſſings. For I cannot adopt an 
opinion, ſo contrary to our national glory, and ſo irre- 
concileable to that charity which combines not ſeparates 
the affections of mankind, as to ſuppoſe a re- union of the 
revolted colonies with their parent-ſtate to be either im- 
practicable, or uneſſential to the public intereſt. The re- 
bellion and declaration of independency, is, from the 
beſt judgment I can form, rather the wicked enterprize 
of ſome ambitious and bigotted individuals, than the ge- 
Nuine ſenſe of all the colonies. Nor is the preſent con- 
tention a deadly feud, incapable of healing and of recon- 
ciliation . On the contrary, I venture to offer my 
honeſt conjecture, that our victories followed by lenient 
meaſures, worthy of Engliſh magnanimity, will be pro- 
ductive of a very ſpeedy return to their duty and alle- 


Plato, in his noble work de Republica, giving a beautiful ſketch 
of the rights of war, obſerves, with exquiſite humanity, that inteſtine 
diſcord among thoſe who are natural friends, is to be conſidered as a 
caſual malady; and that the more powerful ſtate will ſo comport itſelf 
towards the ſeditious, as towards thoſe who are to be one day friends 
again. Lib. V. p. 470. "Eana; dt Exnoiw, ür Ts ,L dpwoiy pve 
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giance. And His Majeſty will ſoon have the exalted plea- 


ſure, of * bowing the hearts of all his revolted ſubjects, 


even as the heart of one man.“ 2 Sam. xix. 14. Away 
then with thoſe chimerical ideas of ſeparation and inde- 
pendent intereſts, which would fatally diſmember the no- 
bleſt, becauſe the moſt equitable, ſyſtem of dominion, 
that ever exiſted; and which derives all its greatneſs from 


being united in one invincible bulwark of civil freedom 
and proteſtant truth. Let us then ardently wiſh for the 


happy time, when theſe bleſſings of the Engliſh conſtitu- 


tion ſhall be extended to the remoteſt regions of the Eaſt 


and Weſt ; when England and her Colonies fhall be re- 
united in the golden chain of amity and love, by an 
equitable ſyſtem of government and dependence, of reci- 
procal commerce, aid, and protection. England needs 


little commerce, but with her own colonies and depen- 
dent dominions. Such commerce alone,. will give ample 


returns of profit to the parent-ſtate, without adventuring 
on hazardous and unprofitable projects. Yet, it is the 


duty of the American colonies to relieve the preſſures of 
the parent-ſtate by their own free- grants: which I believe, 
from the obſervation of their ſpirited conduct in former 
times, would be always liberally and freely given on 

requiſition. 


America can never be ſecure from foreign violence or 


domeſtic diſcord, but in conſequence of her ſubjection to 


the Engliſh government. And as that government can- 


not be fuppor ted without a revenue, reaſon and common 


utility dictate, that ſhe ſhould cheerfully contribute a mo- 


derate proportion of her wealth and property, for the va- 
luable 


(6209 
luadble purchaſe of equal government, of foreign peace, 
and internal tranquillity *. 


And here, perhaps, it may be expected that I ſhould 
explicitly offer my ſentiments on the civil war with our. 

» Colonies conſidered in a religious view. Chriſtianity con- 
demns offenſive war; but it braces the ſoldier's arm in a 
juſt and honourable cauſe : ſuch as the repelling an ag- 
greſſor, the chaſtiſing and ſuppreſſing an unjuſt and 
cauſeleſs rebellion. I ſay, unjuſt and cauſeleſs, becauſe 
a Chriſtian ſtate cannot, while adminiſtered on Chriſtian 
principles, give juſt occaſion to an invader or a rebel to 
take up arms againſt it. But becauſe Chriſtian policy 
is adminiſtered by and over fallible men, and therefore 
offences muſt ariſe ; Chriſtianity ever dictates moderate 
counſels, and the way of compromiſe, negotiation, and 
mutual conceſſion. Nor does religion ever authoriſe the 
taking up arms on the part of the ſubject, except only in 
a caſe that cannot happen under a Proteſtant and free go- 
vernment, the caſe of extreme neceflity : Such was the 
caſe, when England aflerted herſelf againſt a deſpotic and 
intolerant tyranny, and fixed her civil and religious free- 


* Simul et illud Aſia cogitet, nullam a ſe neque belli externi, neque 
diſcordiarum domeſticarum calamitatem abfuturam fuiſſe, fi hoc im- 
perio non teneretur. Id autem imperium cum retineri ſine vectigalibus, 
nullo modo poſſit; æquo animo, parte aliqua ſuorum fructuum, pacem 
ſibi ſempiternam redimat atque otium. . 
„ Cic. ad Qu. Fr. lib. I. Epiſt. i. $. 27. 
This excellent letter contains the beſt general precepts of colony-go- 
vernment; and they were confirmed by the example of the great Roman 
patriot, in his own adminiſtration of the province of Cilicia. See his 
— to Atticus, book vi. &c. | | 


dom 
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dom by a neceſſary revolution. Such was the caſe when 
the Belgic States aſſerted their republic from the oppreſ- 
ſive yoke of Spain: a eaſe of extreme neceſſity, and not 
till one hundred thouſand Proteſtants had fallen victims 
to military execution and the fires of martyrdom. So 
improperly are theſe examples alleged in vindication of 
the Americans in their recourſe to arms; the: moſt un- 
| neceſſary and the moſt criminal, as well as the moſt cala- 
mitous meaſure they could have adopted. In caſes ſhort 
of extreme neceſſity, and ſcarce ſuppoſable under a Pro- 
teſtant government; if ſubjects take up arms, and aſſume 
an independent power, Chriſtian ſovereigns bear not the 
ſword in vain, they are miniſters of wrath to them that 
do evil. In other reſpects, their mild government re- 
ſembles that of the Meſſiah. Pſal. Ixxii. He ſhall keep 
the ſimple by their right, defend the children of the 
poor, and puniſh the wrong-doer. | He ſhall come down 
like the rain into a fleece of wool; even as the drops 
that water the earth. In his time ſhall the rightegus 
flouriſh, and abundance of peace. 


6% 
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On theſe principles, eſpecially if we add that at 
lity, which is of the eſſence of the ſocial as well as divine 
principles of a religion founded on the clemency of God; I 
truſt, we may form an equitable judgment of this fatal quar- 
rel, which, for our ſin and puniſhment, has divided the 
moſt happy and potent of the Chriſtian ſtates; a quarrel 
which Chriſtianity would have prevented, and which 
Chr iſtianity would eaſily terminate. Should the queſtion. 
be put, in what manner? I would anſwer in general— 
by that magnanimity and moderation, which ſhould ever 
attend on victory over ſeditious and revolted rebels, who 

=” are 
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are in a ſhort time to become again affectionate and loyal 
ſubjects. All that is eſſential to agreement and concord 
will reſult from a noble emulation, of which it becomes: 
the dignity of this kingdom to ſet the firſt example: an 
emulation, whether the parent ſtate ſhall give the fulleſt 
and moſt explicite ſecurities. of liberty and a permanent 
_ conſtitution to her colonies: or, the colonies on their 
part ſhall give the cleareſt and moſt unequivocal proofs of 

toyalty and concern for the general intereſt, by their 
ready ſubjection, and willing grants of liberal ſupplies to 
the protecting ſtate. Such an emulation. would be the in- 
fallible reſult of Britiſh RAY 


But as the An e now lament, are originally 
brought on both countries, by our unhappy deviation 
from that pure Religion, which in theory and eſtabliſh- 
ment ſtill ſubſiſts among us: the principal remedy for the 
political diſorders of both countries, muſt be ſought by a 
return to thoſe religious principles, reſtraints, and du- 
ties, we have ſo fatally thrown off. Here, in conſe- 
quence of the leading principle of this diſcourſe, that 
luxury and exceſſive refinements are our national charac- 
teriſtic, I think it incumbent on every good citizen to re- 
commend and practice the contrary virtues, which are 
included in $STtMPLICITY OF MANNERS. By ſimplicity, L 
mean, that moderate and natural way of life and ſenti- 
ment, which is beſt adapted to the civil and religious con- 
ſtitution of human nature: in oppoſition. to that artifice 
and oftentation, that exceſs and brutality, that avarice 
and ſpirit of accumulation; which conſtitute that luſt of 
the fleſh, that luſt of the eye, and that pride of life, 
which is not of the F ather, but is. of a world that lieth in 
wickedneſs,” 


1328 3 
wickedneſs.“ Tf then we require a general principle, 
which would extend to the reforming of all our devia- 
tions, in religion, in ſociety, and in private life: let us 
adopt a chriſtian moderation and e ot 


That ſimplicity which is ſo aſful and 6 engaging in 
private life, T am perſuaded, would produce the happieſt 
effects on the public manners and political ſyſtem. The 
faſhionable world groans under the univerſal ſpirit of 
luxury, oſtentation, and crouded and tumultuary plea- 
ſures, which are the pain and burden of the human heart, 
and the moſt rigid conſtraint on its natural eaſe: and li- 
berty. In public life, and in the moſt important con- 

cerns of ſociety, ſimple integrity performs more than the 
Moſt refined policy, than the meſt expenſive arrange- 
ments, or the moſt powerful force. Simple integrity 
conciliates univerſal love and confidence; and mere opi- 
nion ſeconds authority thus exerted for general good. 


But ſhould a national and general reformation be in- 
deed unattainable.; and ſhould the private virtue of the 
empire be ſo light in the ballance, as not to outweigh the 
aggregate of public vice: yet even in this almoſt deſ- 
perate caſe, a loyal, virtuous, and chriſtian conduct will 
terminate in the unſpeakable happineſs of individuals, 
both in time and in eternity. 


To individuals then I addreſs the reſt of this diſcourſe ; 
and I ſhall be careful to adapt my addreſs to thoſe before 
whom Iam ſpeaking : labouring, with all ſincerity, * to 
warn every man, and teach every man in all goſpel-wit- 
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dom, that we may preſent every man perfect 1 in Chriſt 
_ Jeſus.” Coloſſ. i. 28. | 


In the firſt place, let us regulate our private lives by the 


dictates of reaſon and religion. Let us not be lovers of 
pleaſure, more than lovers of God. Let us diſcard with 


a generous diſdain all unlawful pleaſures, as ynworthy of 
the dignity of our redeemed nature. And in thoſe plea- 


ſures which religion permits, let us uſe the world as not 
abuſing it; and practice ſuch temperance in general, as 
well as ſuch a conſcientious abſtinence on this ſolemn oc- 
caſion; that our fleſh being ſubdued to the ſpirit, we 
may ever obey its holy influence. In every thing per- 
ſonal, in our diet, cloathing, furniture, amuſements, 
and our whole manner of life; let us ſtudy a virtuous 
ſimplicity, ſuitable to that moderation and rational tem- 


perament which our religion injoins, and which is indeed 


| beſt. ſuited to human happineſs. It were well, if ſump- 


tuary laws reſtrained all unneceſſary and expenſive plea- 
ſures : but, in this and other reſpects, let us be a law 


to ourſelves, and leſſen thoſe burdens, which, in conſe- 
quence of the public incumbrances, fall ſo heavy on pri- 
vate life, by our induſtry, honeſty, and frugality : which 
are perhaps the moſt effectual ſervices we can do to our 


country, as well as to ourſelves. 


In reſpelt to our intercourſe with ſociety, I earneſtly 


recommend to every one the plain and obvious virtues of 


induſtry, juſtice, and trugality. Let each among us 
conſcientiouſly conſider the particular ſtation allotted to 


each in locial life. We of the clergy are of all men the 


moſt 
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1 | 
moſt unequal to our office : and indeed, who is ſufficient 
for it ? Yet, by waiting on our miniſtry, and obeying 
Chriſt's injunctions, we ſhall not wholly come ſhort of our 
duty. How much eaſier is the lot of thoſe who in other 
ſtations have only to regulate their private lives : whe- 
ther in the rank of parents, bringing up their children in 
the chriſtian religion, in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord? or in that of children, obedient, dutiful, af- 
fectionate. As maſters, let us be reaſonable, mild, and 
patient to our domeftics, and let us labour to inſpire 
them with religious principles ; * happy, if by theſe means 
we can prevail on them to ſhew all good fidelity to us, 
and not to make our lives anxious and uneaſy by their 
unworthineſs. I need not ſpecify other ſtations and their 
reſpective duties: which are ſo plainly and ſo perſuaſively 
injoined in holy ſcripture : which, after all that can be 
ſaid by us, is the ſole unerring rule of oùr conduct: a 
rule, of that rectitude and perfection, that it alone can 
lead us to the higheſt elevation in moral practice of which 
our nature is capable. I therefore moſt earneſtly recom- 
mend to you a conſtant attention to the true ſenſe and 


ſpirit of the ſacred writings as your only rule of faith 
and life. 


But, above all things, if we have any true affection for 
ourſelves, our Fathifies: or the public; let us revive in our 
hearts the dying ſpirit of true religion, true Chriſtianity, 


* e N de voirs des Maitres ei 3 Dom icues, a 3 
tract, worthy of the excellent author, and deſerving the attention of 
N oblemen, and of all who have great houſholds, 


And 
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dom, that we may preſent every man perfect in Chriſt 
Jeſus.” Coloſſ. i. 28. | 


In the firſt place, let us regulate our private lives by the 
dictates of reaſon and religion. Let us not be lovers of 
pleaſure, more than lovers of God. Let us diſcard with 
a generous diſdain all unlawful pleaſures, as ynworthy of 
the dignity of our redeemed nature. And in thoſe plea- 


ſures which religion permits, let us uſe the world as not 
abuſing it ; and practice ſuch temperance in general, as 


well as ſuch a conſcientious abſtinence on this ſolemn oc- 
caſion ; that our fleſh being ſubdued to the ſpirit, we 


may ever obey its holy influence. In every thing per- 


ſonal, in our diet, cloathing, furniture, amuſements, 
and our whole manner of life; let us ſtudy a virtuous 
ſimplicity, ſuitable to that moderation and rational tem- 
perament which our religion injoins, and which is indeed 
| beſt. ſuited to human happineſs. It were well, if ſump- 
tuary laws reſtrained all unneceſſary and expenſive plea- 
ſures: but, in this and other reſpects, let us be a law 
to ourſelves, and leſſen thoſe burdens, which, in conſe- 
quence of the public incumbrances, fall ſo heavy on pri- 
vate life, by our induſtry, honeſty, and frugality : which 
are perhaps the molt effectual ſervices we can do to our 
country, as well as to ourſelves, 


In reſpect to our intercourſe with ſociety, L earneſtly 
recommend to every one the plain and obvious virtues of 
induſtry, juſtice, and frugality. Let each among us 
conſcientiouſly conſider the particular ſtation allotted to 


each in locial life, We of the clergy are of all men the 


moſt 


1 


moſt unequal to our lc" and indeed, who is ſufficient 
for it? Yet, by waiting on our miniſtry, and obeying 
Chriſt's injunctions, we ſhall not wholly come ſhort of our 
duty. How much eaſier is the lot of thoſe who in other 
ſtations have only to regulate their private lives : whe- 
ther in the rank of parents, bringing up their children in 
the chriſtian religion, in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord? or in that of children, obedient, dutiful, af- 
fectionate. As maſters, let us be reaſonable, mild, and 
patient to our domeſtics, and let us labour to inſpire 
them with religious principles ; * happy, if by theſe means 
we can prevail on them to ſhew all good fidelity to us, 
and not to make our lives anxious and uneaſy by their 
unworthineſs. I need not ſpecify other ſtations and their 
reſpective duties: which are ſo plainly and ſo perſuaſively 
injoined in holy {cripture : which, after all that can be 
ſaid by us, is the ſole unerring rule of ovr conduct: a 
rule, of that rectitude and perfection, that it alone can 
lead us to the higheſt elevation in moral practice of which 
our nature is capable. I therefore moſt earneſtly recom- 
mend to you a conſtant attention to the true ſenſe and 


ſpirit of the ſacred writings as your only rule of faith 
and lit 


"Hp 
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But, above all things, if we have any true affection for 
ourſelves, our families, or the public; let us revive in our 
hearts the dying ſpirit of true  feligion, true Chriſtianity. 


* Sind FL rukr, devoirs des Mitre et des 8 Igues, a ſhort 
tract, worthy of the excellent author, and deſerving che attention of 
Noblemen, and of all who have great houſholds, 
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And to this end, let every man who hears me, henceforth 


abſtain from that portentous impiety, which, in fo many 
dreadful forms, ſeems to take unwearied pains to pro- 


voke a ſtrong and patient God. Irreligion is ſo univer- 


ſal, that all orders of men need to be cautioned, either 
againſt the ſpeculative ſins of unbelief and hereſy, or 


agatalt the practical abuſes that reign in our ſtreets, of 
profaneneſs, blaſphemy, and ridicule of ſacred things. 
The very humiliation of this day is unhallowed through- 


out the kingdom, by the petulant impiety with which it 


| hath been ſcorned and ridiculed. But, to confine our 


thoughts to ourſelves; let not the outward ordinances of 
religion be henceforth ſo ſcandaloufly neglected among 


us. Let theſe ſacred walls be devoutly frequented, for 
the purpoſes of divine worſhip and ſacraments. Happy 
ſhould I be, could I prevail on the heads of families 
to cultivate a rational ſpirit of domeſtic religion; both 
as a tribute due to God, and as a means of forming 
ourſelves, our children, and our ſervants, to that pi- 
ety and virtue, the very idea of which is loſt by our 


ſinful neglects and omiſſions. Religious inſtruction, 


and the word of God, ſhould Accompany the rational 


fervours of a pure devotion, both in our families and in 
our retirements. And the utmoſt care ſhould be ap- 
plied by thoſe who profeſſedly lead a religious life, that 
nothing in their conduct diſhonour their principles: that 


neither enthuſiaſm and ſpiritual pride, neither auſterity 


of manners, nor gloom and melancholy, render religion 
unamiable : that no diſſolute behaviour make it appear 


abſurd and inconſiſtent : but that in all things the can- 


dour and beauty of holineſs ſhine forth more and more, in 
the well-ordered conduct of a Chriſtian life. 


3 With 


(27) 

With regard to our expectations of general good from 
the reformation of manners,. they are firmly founded on 
the word and promiſes of God. Let us not therefore adopt 
that impious deſpair of the Jewiſh nation, who, as the 
prophet repreſents them, hardened themſelves againſt re- 
pentance, by ſuppoſing it would be ineffectual to their 
public ſafety. * Speak to the men of Judah, and to the in- 
habitants of Jeruſalem, ſaying, thus faith the Lord; Be- 
hold, I frame evil againſt you, and deviſe a device againſt 
* you: return ye now every one from his evil way; and 
© make your ways and your doings good. And they ſaid, 
There is no hope;” our caſe is deſperate ; therefore, we 
will walk after our own devices, and we will every one do 
© the imagination of his evil heart.” v. 11, 12. May heaven 
avert from every one ſuch a language or ſuch a thought as 
this! There are indeed many favourable circumſtances 
reſpecting this nation, which forbid us to deſpair of the 
commonwealth, though we certainly ought to guard 
againſt the approaches of danger to ſo excellent a govern- 
ment. The excellence of the government we live under 
_ conſiſts in the rectitude of its original principles, and in 
the tendency of thoſe principles to preſerve and reform 
it. It is the peculiar felicity of the preſent Engliſh con- 
ſtitution, to have had its principles fixed and aſcertained 
by the two greateſt events of theſe later ages, the Refor- 
mation, and the Revolution. Proteſtant religion and le- 
gal government are the eſſence of this happy ſyſtem; the 
ſprings that move this vaſt machine of empire: and when 

they act without conſtraint from the corruptions of men 
and manners, they move that great machine with won- 
derful facility. So that while the eſſential principles of 


Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian faith and civil freedom are maintained among 
s; it will be always practicable to recover ourſelves from 


any caſual obſtructions, by reverting to the original max- 
inis of the conſtitution. And what an encouragement is 


this to every lover of his king and country, to ſerve both 
by ſerving God, in the obedience of Chriſt! There is a 
ſpring and energy in the chriſtian religion, which, with- 


out producing the leaſt commotion in a ſtate, prevents it 


from degenerating, and reſtores it to felicity. If then 
there be any. virtue, if there be any praiſe, in acting well 


as men and citizens, let us ſtudy to reform ourſelves as a 
nation and as individuals. Who can tell what happy ef- 


fects may follow from a change of heart and life, in thoſe 


whoſe love to their country ſhould lead them to be ſevere 


on their own deviations from chriſtian practice: on their 
own ſhare in the general luxury and relaxation of morals : 


on the unlawful trade and unjuſt commerce of the times: 


on the oppreſſions and iniquities of private traffic: on 
the ſcandalous fins of a life of voluptuouſneſs, lewdneſs, 
and debauchery : and above all, on thoſe enormous af- 
fronts of Almighty God ſo common among us, by neg- 


lecting his worſhip, contemning his word and facra- 


ments, profaning his holy name and attributes, diſbeliev- 


ing the redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, and doing deſpite to 


the Spirit of Grace. For ſuch among us as live in a pro- 
feſſed ſubjection to the Goſpel of Chriſt, let us condemn 
our great neglects, reform our flagrant omiſſions, and ani- 
mate our zeal and proficiency, by our hopes of future 
glory. In particular, let us aſſiduouſly cultivate in our 
own hearts, and in all whom we can influence, the cha- 
racteriſtic grace of our chriſtian profeſſion, Charity and 

univerſal 


6 
. 
Nl 


- . ; 
univerſal love: By this ſhall all men know that ye are 
„my diſciples, if ye have love one towards another.“ 
John xiii. 35. The Saviour of the world, whoſe auſpi- 
cious advent portended * glory to God, peace on earth, 
and benevolence among men, exerted his wiſdom and 
goodneſs in enlarging and ſtrengthening the connections 
of humanity. As he included all men in the gracious pur- 
poſe of redemption, we are to exclude none from our 
love, on account of caſual enmity or political partiality. 
Suſpend but for a ſhort interval the impulſe of benevo- 


lence, ſociety, deprived of a principle fo eſſential to its 


well-being, languiſhes and declines ; from poliſhed or 
humane becomes barbarous and ſavage, and experiences 2 
every calamity that can reſult from hatred, fraud, and 
force. Such has been and ſtill is the unhappy condition 
of the American Colonies. Reſtore and revive the prin-- 
ciple of benevolence *, and, almoſt inſtantly, order will re- 


ſult 


* Tuſc. Qu. v. 23. In omni honeſto, nihil eſt tam illuſtre, nec quod 
latius pateat, quam conjunctio inter homines hominum, et quaſi que- - 


dam ſocietas, et communicatio utilitatum, et ipſa Caritas generis hu- - 


mani: quz nata a primo ſatu, quo a procreatoribus nati diliguntur, et 
tota domus conjugio et ſtirpe conjungitur, ſerpit ſenſim foras; cogna- 

tionibus primum, tum affinitatibus, deinde amicitiis, poſt vicinitatibus, 

tum c1vI1BUs, et 11s, qui publicè SOCII atque AMICT ſunt, deinde totius 
complexu gentis humane , . . . Nam cum fic hominis natura generata 
ſit, ut habeat quiddam innatum quaſi civile atque populare, quod Greci | 
TeATixoy VOCAnt z quicquid agat quæque virtus, id a communitate, et 


ea, quam expoſui, caritate atque ſocietate humana non abhorrebit. 


Cicero, in his youth, had ſerved a campaign in the Social or Marſic 
war, A. U. 664, to which he alludes in the chapter preceding the fore- 
going fine citation, The claim of the Italic towns to the freedom of 

h E. Rome, 


1 
fult from confuſion, peace to a reſtleſs and a able 
world; law and Juikice wall duct to impious and cruel 


I i war; 
Rome, fiercely conteſted hes two years, and ans in - d of. 
the Confederates, ſeems to have ſuggeſted the enlarged ideas of political 
union he has ſo nobly and philoſophically expreſſed. St. Ambroſe, in 
a work written profefſedly in imitation of Cicero, has given a religious 
turn to this truly Chriſtian ſentiment :' de Offic. I. 35. Tolle ex uſu ho- 
minum benevolentiam,..tanquam ſolem e mundo tuleris. .... . Benevo- 
lentia a domeſticis primum profecta perſonis, id eſt, a filiis, parentibus, 
fratribus, per conjunctionum gradus in civitatum pervenit ambitum, et 
de of egreſſa mundum replevit . 


Of the Marſic war: Velleius, II. 1 3—17. Finito bello, et 
victis adflictiſque, ipſi exarmati, quam integris univerſis, civitatem dare 
maluerunt. Conf. Flor. III. 18. Appian. Civ. I. p. 371-382. Ol d 
ache ⁰ re wo, All. * Tyde Ty Xgl, n n HM Tus pry fvuss 
tung tpus EMOINTES rag or erJo10:G0Yles Er e, rug of robhν˖W (Aridi 717 
TWy dHανννν Toaltpss tr. P-. 379. De belli ſocialis 1 initio et auctoribus, 
v. Vincentii Contareni var. Lect. cap. I. 


Diodorus, lib. XXXVIL. p. 916. Ait de mpwlny wyeeolas T8 rohe, 

To Hllarectin Tos Po, H rue EVTAKTOY N MTHS GYWYNG xa e ſugalLug, dig 
ber eri Tooulov nugnbngav, tis oncbeioy Cnnov Tpu@ng xa axohauoins. The pri- 
mary cauſe of the Social War was the degeneracy of the Roman People, 
from that well-ordered ſimplicity and temperance, by which they roſe 


sto fo much greatneſs, into a pernicious emulation of luxury and * 
c bertiniſm. 5 


I truſt ir · wil be equally our N as citizens and as Chriſtians, to 
offer our earneſt prayers and wiſhes, that this great conteſt may ſoon 
terminate in the voluntary ſubmiſſion of the revolted Colonies, without 
that effuſion of blood, which, beſides the ſhock it gives to our na- 
tional humanity, 1s a certain Joſs to the public, though victory ſhould 
continue to ſmile on the valour and diſcipline of our army. When our 
Legiſlature ſhall be employed on that great object, the Reſettlement of 
the American Colonies; a happy opportunity will preſent itſelf of 
forming and executing a pertect Thee of d Government: a 


Theory, 
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war; and hu nan ſociety will flouriſh, in reciprocal good- 


will and mutual ben 


efits, in pure religion and the love 
of God... 


AM EN. 


Theory, far beyond the ideas of the writer of theſe pages, which, how- 
veer, he juppoſes, muſt reſt on the reciprocal BENEFITS to each Coun- 


try reſult ng from their permanent Un1on: Benefits the moſt expreſſive 
of political concord and felicity, and which ſeem eſſentially included in 


the PROTECTION and ALLEGIANCE of the Colonies, ſecured by Ax- 


Taz E N D. 
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